
Beef in the ClaSSroom

      Family and Consumer Sciences educators from across the state have the op-
portunity to include beef in their lesson plans through the IBIC Beef Grant Pro-
gram. This is the 42nd year that the Beef Checkoff Program will be financially
assisting educators to teach about beef in the classroom. For the 2016-17 school
year, the grant is being increased to $35 per class/section from $30 per class/sec-
tion.  

      “Thank you for allowing me to use beef in the classroom to extend/enrich student

learning. I would not be able to teach what I do without this grant.” – Dori Harvey,

Mediapolis Community School 

      “I am so glad you offer this grant every year, otherwise we would not get to work

with beef.” – Katlin Bidne, Humboldt Community School

      In 2015-16, 52 Iowa schools applied for
the grant which helped to reach 3,269 stu-
dents. The total grant money reimbursed
was $3,092.68 last year.  
      Additional information and resources
may be found at www.iabeef.org/re-
sources/education-resources 

      One of the strategic goals of the Beef Checkoff Program is to grow consumer
trust in beef and beef production. On average, consumers are three generations
removed from the farm. That means
consumers are becoming less familiar
with modern farming practices and ask
more questions about production. Con-
sumers are starting to make their buy-
ing decisions on production practices.
The IBIC is addressing these consumer
questions through a series of farmer
profile stories to help tell the story of
beef and beef production to enhance
consumer trust. In September, the Peter-
son family’s story was introduced. The Peterson’s operate a seedstock beef farm
in Monroe county with 32 head of purebred Simmental cattle. 
      In addition to the Peterson family story, three videos will soon be launched
onto the IBIC website. These farmer profiles will be promoted through digital
channels, including social media, to reach the target consumer audience through-
out Iowa. Read more about the Peterson’s family at www.iabeef.org. 
      Are you interested in sharing your beef story? Email Brooke at
brooke@iabeef.org.  

        The National Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) Program has partnered with
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc. to provide includes anyone who works with
cattle – whether it is beef or dairy- free online certification through November 13,
2016. Go to www.animalcaretraining.org to get started using the free registration
passcode: BIVIBQA.
        The BQA program is important to the cattle industry because it is a producer's
consumer-friendly story to tell, helping them
talk about using BQA Protocols for producing a
safe and high quality beef product. The BQA
training modules are customized to fit the spe-
cific needs of each segment of the cattle industry
– cow-calf, stocker, feedyard and dairy opera-
tions. The program covers production practices
such as proper handling and administration of animal health products, reducing
injection site blemishes, and low stress cattle-handling principles.
        For dairy producers, the DACQA online modules satisfies the employee stock-
manship training requirement included in the new FARM 3.0 program, which will
be active in 2017.

free online BQa CertifiCation

***OFFICIAL NOTICE***

Notice is hereby given that election
of the executive committee directors
for IBIC will be held at the Hansen
Ag Student Learning Center in Ames,
Iowa on Saturday, December 10th,
2016, during the IBIC annual meet-
ing. Absentee ballots are available
upon request, but must be re-
quested prior to November 30 by
calling 515-296-2305.

Seeking nominations for 2016

Iowa Beef Quality Assurance

(BQA) Awards. 

Awards are open to commercial
cow-calf, seedstock, stocker, feed-
yard, and/or dairy farms, marketers,
and educators currently BQA Certi-
fied. Completed entries due by Tues-
day, November 1st. To download
2016 applications at iabeef.org, click
on the Producer Resource Tab >
Iowa BQA

Sharing the Beef Story


