
     Consumers will have plenty of opportunities
to learn about the beef industry during the Iowa
State Fair from August 11-21, 2016. Be on the
lookout for these beef checkoff sponsored activ-
ities during the fair:

• Animal Learning Center will feature the
Thank-A-Farmer program during the entire fair
at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3p.m. and 5 p.m.

• Little Hands on the Farm™ features a mono-
slope cattle barn where children may drop
packages of corn at the cattle bunk to feed the
cattle.  The exhibit is open daily from 9am until
7:30pm. 

• Ag in the Park, located in the Ag Building, will
have beef industry volunteers on hand Tuesday,
August 16 and Sunday, August 21 with a trivia
wheel to win prizes. The display is open daily
from 9am until 9pm. 

• The 34th annual Governors Charity Steer

Show is Saturday, August 13 at 4pm in the Pi-
oneer Livestock Pavilion with the
auction beginning immediately
following. The 33 previous
years have generated over $2.7
million dollars for Iowa’s
Ronald McDonald House Chari-
ties. 

• Cattlemen’s Beef Quarters will
host the 2016 Iowa’s Best Burger
from The Chuckwagon
Restaurant in Adair, Iowa.
They will be featured during
the Iowa State Fair on Friday, August 12, while
supplies last. The Chuckwagon burger includes
a 6-ounce hand pattied beef burger served with
Swiss and American cheese, sauteed onions,
mushrooms, bacon, tomatoes, and Thousand
Island dressing served on toasted bread.

JapaNese trade opportuNities

iowa state fair activities

***OFFICIAL NOTICE***

If you are interested in serving as a director on
the Iowa Beef Industry Council (IBIC), email
beef@iabeef.org or call 515-296-2305 for
more details.  Applications due Sept. 1, 2016.

     The families of Glenn & Bev Rowe, Tanner &
Laura Rowe, and Justin & Corinne Rowe hosted
a Japanese food service group on their family
beef farm on July 22 to share their story of beef
farming in Iowa for over six generations. It was
of great interest to the group to learn about the
six generation family farm. They also had the op-
portunity to learn about the availability of feed
and water, as well as animal care during their
visit. 
     The Japanese food service professional’s tour
was facilitated by the Iowa Economic Develop-
ment Authority International Office with the out-
come of showcasing agricultural products
throughout the state of Iowa. The opportunity to
put a farmer’s face to the product they consume

in a benefit in their market as traceability is an
important aspect. 
     Glenn Rowe understands the importance of
having open conversations with consumers
about their product. “The Japanese markets con-
tinue to be vital for U.S. beef; if we can share
what our six generations of experience can pro-
duce for this market we are successful,” he states.
     Japan continues to have a strong interest in
U.S. beef because of the high priority in food
safety, quality marbling, and great taste. The de-
crease in domestic Japanese beef production
coupled with an increase in Japan’s middle class
population make for favorable market conditions
for U.S. beef. Japan is the number one export
market for U.S. beef according to the United

States Meat Export Federation (USMEF) May re-
port.  
     As the group departed from their farm tour at
the Rowe’s, each visitor received a copy of the My
Family’s Beef Farm book written by Katie
Olthoff, featuring Tanner Rowe’s daughter, Ce-
celia, from the Iowa Beef Industry Council. 

NomiNatioNs sought for

2016 iowa Beef Quality

assuraNce awards. 

Awards are open to commercial cow-calf, seed-
stock, stocker, feedyard, and/or
dairy farms, marketers, and
educators currently BQA Cer-
tified. Completed entries due
by Tuesday, November 1st.

To download the 2016 applica-
tions go to www.iabeef.org, click on the Pro-
ducer Resource Tab, then Iowa BQA.


