
The Iowa Food and Family
Project (IFFP), funded in part
by the Beef Checkoff Program,
shared the story of agriculture
and the beef industry during
the 2016 Iowa State Fair. Iowa
beef producers engaged with
thousands of fairgoers about
raising cattle and cooking
beef. The IFFP booth featured
a 14’, 50 ton sand sculpture
and fairgoers registered for
prizes including the latest
cookbook and a reusable tote
for their groceries. 
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U.s. BEEf Exports volUmEs AhEAd of lAst YEAr

     U.S. red meat exports ended the first half of
2016 on a positive note, as June export values for
beef were the highest of the year. June also
marked the second consecutive month of solid
year-over-year volume growth, according to sta-
tistics released by USDA and compiled by the U.S.
Meat Export Federation (USMEF), contractor to
the beef checkoff.
     June beef export volume increased 2% from a
year ago to 218 million pounds, while export
value was $545.4 million, down 5%. First-half
export volume was up 3% to 1.2 billion pounds,
while value fell 10% to $2.91 billion.
     Exports accounted for 13% of total beef pro-
duction in June and 10% for muscle cuts only –
each down about 1 percentage point from a year
ago. For January through June, these ratios were
also 13 and 10%, respectively, steady with last
year. Export value per head of fed slaughter was
$250 in June and $249.67 for the first half – each
down 14% from a year ago.

     Japan - June beef exports were the largest in
nearly two years at 57 million pounds, up 29%
from a year ago. First-half exports climbed 12%
in volume (269.6 million pounds) and 5% in
value ($707.2 million). Showing strong demand
for high-quality cuts, Japan’s first-half imports of
chilled U.S. beef surged 51% from a year ago to
112 million pounds. These shipments were val-
ued at $369 million, up 32%. Japan’s first-half
import data also show a strong rebound in mar-
ket share for U.S. beef at 38.5% – up from 33%
in 2015 and about one percentage point higher
than in 2014. Australia’s market share, which
was nearly 57% in the first half of last year, fell
to 52%.
     Mexico - Beef exports remained strong in
June, increasing 14 percent from a year ago to
44.1 million pounds, though value was down
13% to $76.2 million. First-half exports to Mex-
ico were up 3% in volume to 246.6 million
pounds, valued at $475.4 million (down 11%).

     South Korea - U.S. beef continues to gain
market share in South Korea, with June export
volume up 2% from a year ago at 28.4 million
pounds. For January through June, exports to
Korea were up 21% from a year ago in volume
(163 million pounds), while value was 3%
higher at $436.4 million. Chilled beef to Korea to-
taled 22.7 million pounds (up 45%) valued at
$89 million (up 33%) as U.S. beef rapidly ex-
pands its retail presence.
     Fueled by strong growth in the Philippines,
Indonesia and Vietnam, June exports to the
ASEAN region reached 5.7 million pounds, up
113% from a year ago, while export value
climbed 57% to $12.6 million. First-half exports
totaled 24.5 million pounds (up 7%) valued at
$61.6 million (down 14%).
     For more information about your checkoff in-
vestment, visit MyBeefCheckoff.com.

Upcoming BQA EvEnts

     Monday, Sept. 19: 1:00- 4:00 p.m.,
NICC Beef Barn, 1527 Hwy. 150 South,
Calmar, IA
     Tuesday, Sept. 20: 9:00 a.m.-12:00
p.m., Clinton County Fairgrounds, 328 E
8th St., DeWitt, IA
     Speakers include Dr. Tom Noffsinger,
Stockmanship Basics and Cattle Han-
dling Demonstration, along with Doug
Bear, IBIC, and Denise Schwab, ISUEO,
for a BQA Certification

Sponsored by Allamakee, Cedar, Clinton, Clayton,
Fayette, Jackson, Jones, Scott, & Winneshiek
County Cattlemen, Iowa Beef Center, ISU Exten-

sion & Outreach, and the Beef Checkoff Program.


